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AAAHC and ALS develop joint accreditation program

WILMETTE, IL. (December 1, 2002) – The Accreditation Association for Ambulatory Health Care, Inc. (AAAHC) and the American Lithotripsy Society (ALS) announced today the formation of the Accreditation Program for Lithotripsy Organizations (APLO) — a voluntary, joint accreditation program that combines an expertise of the society with the experience of a national accrediting organization — for those organizations offering lithotripsy services.

Under this new program, eligible organizations will be reviewed for compliance with AAAHC standards, as well as additional ALS requirements that address the unique components of lithotripsy services.  Those organizations found to be substantially compliant with AAAHC and ALS standards will be awarded a combined AAAHC/ALS accreditation.

“This agreement is a natural extension of AAAHC’s 25 years of experience in providing accreditation services to all different types of ambulatory health care organizations,” said C. William Hanke, MD, President, AAAHC Board of Directors.  “We are pleased to be able to partner with the ALS to offer this joint program to organizations that provide lithotripsy services.”

On-site reviews for organizations seeking accreditation through the APLO program will be conducted by AAAHC surveyors who practice in or are employed by organizations that provide lithotripsy services, or who have received additional training regarding the application of AAAHC/ALS standards.  

“Our members are committed to providing the highest quality care possible, and view this accreditation program as a benchmarking mechanism by which to measure level of care,” said G. Kenneth Scholl, M.D., President of ALS.   “This is another value-added service we are pleased to offer organizations providing lithotripsy services.”

To determine eligibility or to apply for this accreditation program, contact ALS at 781.895.9098 or AAAHC at 847.853.6060.

The ALS, founded in 1987, is a multispecialty society of physicians and allied health professionals affiliated with major lithotripsy sites throughout the United States.  Society activities include the establishment of guidelines for performance improvement and patient care in lithotripsy care; serving as a clearinghouse for information regarding new lithotripsy technologies; and providing a forum for exchange of views relating to lithotripsy and other urinary stone treatment modalities.  

The AAAHC is a private, not-for-profit organization that has assisted ambulatory health care organizations improve their quality of care since 1979.  The AAAHC has accredited more than 1,500 organizations nationally, ranging from ambulatory health care clinics and surgery centers to large, managed care organizations.

Additional information on the program can be obtained by contacting the American Lithotripsy Society at its headquarters at 305 Second Avenue, Suite 200, in Waltham, Massachusetts 02452 (Tel: 781-895-9098; E-Mail: info@lithotripsy.org).
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